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10 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Who's There and Where 
Impressions . of South Africa . 
Lenore Higley Neethling, who was 
graduated from Iowa State College in 
the class of 1924, has written to the 
Homemaker an account of her impres-
sions of her adopted home, which is 
located in Plumstead, Cape Town, 
South Africa. 
"To tell a very exciting story of how 
partially dressed natives with huge 
rings thru their noses greeted me upon 
landing in South Africa would indeed 
give me a thrill, but since my pen has 
little space in which to play, I will tell 
the real rather than the imaginary 
story. 
"A.s the steamer approached Table 
Bay, we saw the panorama of L:on 's 
Head, Table Mountain and the Twelve 
Apostles which form a range of peaks 
stretching eastward. With what ex-
citement we gazed upon them! We 
were nearing Cape Town! No sky-
scrapers thrust themselves against 
that majesty of high hills. There was 
just a beautiful wide spread of town 
extending from sea to mountain. 
"Cape Town, I think, would compare 
most favorably with many of our 
American cities in the matter of be-
ing up-to-date. The . shops, tho small 
when we think of those in New York 
or Chicago, carry American, English 
and French models. American products 
are almost as accessible here as in 
America itself. 
"The houses, however, have very un-
familiar lines. The)' are mostly bun-
galows or cottages of the Dutch type, 
with shutters and beautifully curved 
gables. !v.any of them have quaint 
thatched roofs, which produce a very 
artistic and striking effect with the 
shining walls beneath. The one draw-
back to these homes is their lack of 
efficiency. This is really not such a 
problem in South Africa as it would 
be in America, because there are many 
colored people to serve as laborers, but 
a home without built-in cupboards, 
closets, a central heating plant, etc., is 
not to my American taste or training, 
however many colored servants there 
may be. 
''South Africa has many characteris-
tics which distinguish it from any 
other country. The Cape Peninsula 
especially has a unique geographical 
situation and abounds in natural beau-
ties which form an endless variety as 
fascinating as the ever changing cloud 
over Table Mountain, beyond which 
continues the mountain range, banked 
in clustering trees and radiant bush. 
Here is the region o. the Cape flora. 
The glens are fa!rylfl.I}Cli? (lf ~o)or1 
orange masses of marigolds, gleaming 
patches of watsonias and africanders 
(somewhat like our gladiola), and rich 
carpets of rainbow tinted wild figs. 
"Travelmg thru the suburbs, one is 
greeted by delightful glimpses of color, 
cool groves o. dark pines, the green of 
oaks, white patches of calla lilie1(. 
lines of purplish gums and variegated 
wild flowers. Nowhere have I seen 
such flowers growing wild. The won, 
derful natural beauties of the Cape 
should give it a foremost place among 
sceneries of the world. The mountain, 
the glistening sands and gleaming seas 
around its shores, the health-laden 
breezes and luring warmth of its cli-
mate contribute to a setting which 
gives the Cape Peninsula its endless 
cnarm and the fascination which is 
peculiar to it alone." 
Clara L . Cramsey, M. S. in H. Ec. 
'26, who is teaching in Central High 
School, Tulsa, Okla., writes of her 
work: "I am finding my duties here to 
be quite interesting. · I have charge of 
nutrition classes for all boys and girls 
in the Seillor High School who are 15 
percent or more under weight. I am 
trying to make it a real r.esearch prob-
lem, but do not know how well I shall 
succeed. There are so many under 
weight that we could take only the ex-
treme cases, despite the fact that this 
is a wealthy place, it being called the 
'Oil Capitol of the World'. 
" In addition, I am teaching two 
nights a week in night school and 
have a class of married women who are 
very interested in nutrition." 
Gladys E. McCord, H. Ec. '19, is 
teaching Clothing in the High School 
at Sioux City, Iowa. 
Dorothy Cooke, who received her 
B. S. from Iowa State College in 1924, 
is teaching Clothing and Home Man-
agement at Mt. Allison Ladies' College, 
Sackville, New Brunswick. 
Hazel M. Wickard, who was gradu-
ated from the Home Economics Divi-
sion in December, 1922, has accepted 
a position in the High School at Wood-
ward, Iowa, for the remainder of this 
school year. 
Elizabeth Hintz, who will r eceive her 
B. S. in Home Economics in March, 
has an appointment to Michael Reece 
Hospital for May 1, ·1927, for training 
!).~ !1- rJjetitian. 
What Is a Girl to Do? 
The central office of the Home Eco-
nomics Division of Iowa State College 
receives two distinct types of inquiries 
as a part of its daily mail. They are 
the questions of prospective students 
and the requests of various employers 
for recommendations or for names of 
young women who are Home Econom-
ics graduates and as such are consid-
ered fit to fill many varieties of posi-
tions in the economic world. 
Letters of the first sort are liable to 
contain some such question as this: 
''May a person holding a M. S. degree 
in Home Economics feel reasonably 
certain of securing a position under 
the present conditions of supply and 
demand for teachers?" or "What is 
the nature of work that I may do when 
equipped with a degree of B. S. in 
Home Economics?" 
One of the requests for Home Eco-
nomics graduates came from a South 
African boarding school for girls, 
Inanda Seminary, which is located in 
Phoenix, Natal. 
"We are in desperate need of a well-
trained industrial teacher here. The 
standard of the school corresponds 
roughly to a junior high school in the 
United States. All of the girls in the 
school take industrial work of some 
kind. At present we need ·a teacher 
especially to teach needlework, dress-
making and knitting. She must be 
able to supervise other teachers' work. 
She should be a college graduate; have 
at least one year's experience in teach-
ing; should be at least 24 years old, 
and have been interested in Christian 
activities, in Y. W. C. A., Christian En-
deavor or Sunday School. All classes 
a re taught in English. 
"The climate is very like that of 
California. Buildings and equipment 
are good and in some respects living 
conditions are better than those in the 
high schools where I have taught in 
the United States. No one need come 
here with dread of hardships." 
One of the duties of Mrs. Mary Elva 
Crockett, classifying officer for the 
Home Economics Division, is the an-
swering of such questions and, when 
possible, the filling of such vacancies 
as th e one mentioned above. 
Grace Heidbreder, H. Ec. '26, last 
year 's Homemaker editor, was married 
Jan. S to Mr. Julian Burnett of Kan-
sas City. Her home address is 1464 
East 76th Street. 
